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Thank you, Chairman Hayes, for allowing me to testify on the future needs of the coming
farm bill. My name is Dustin Bollig and I am a 25 year old farmer from Fenton, IA. I
have worked on my family’s farm all my life growing corn and soybeans, and recently
graduated from Iowa State University with an Ag degree in 2004. I have since returned
home to work on the farm.

My concerns towards the future of farming are at its base, the beginning farmers. We face
many road blocks that detour our entry into this challenging business. While I was
attending Iowa State, I met many peers with the same issues I was facing at home. Cash
rent was financially bid out of our reach from other established farmers, and land was
selling way too high for someone with a small amount of equity to cash flow.
Furthermore, older farmers had no incentive on retiring the land to new farmers who are
willing and eager to care for the land.

In order to discuss and address some of the issues mentioned above, I decided to form a
network called the Beginning Farmer Network (BFN). This network focuses on
developing advantages toward young and beginning farmers like ourselves. It allowed us
to build a community that could communicate and help each other solve problems. The
network also actively seeks out knowledgeable speakers in the real world of Ag to
present solutions as well. That way we had a better approach to get into farming after we
graduated. Soon after I started this group, I had 138 members and averaged 40 students at
each meeting. Four years later it is still a profound network at lowa State University and
is providing an annual conference for all past members to attend. This event is sponsored
by the Beginning Farmer Center (BFC) whose goal is to help young people get back into
the farm by linking them with retiring farmers.

One of our first speakers, John Baker from the BFC, gave us a lot of interesting statistics
that they have found through their research. What interested me the most was the fact that
in Iowa, 70 percent of the landowners were 55 and older (48 percent are above 65).
Furthermore, 70 percent of that group had no planned successor! This showed us that
there is plenty of room for new farmers to enter into the business if the retiring farmers
would retire the land to us. However, there are many disadvantages we face getting
started compared to established farmers.

Established large farmers get bigger volume discounts when purchasing inputs and
collect larger government payments. This allows them to pay a higher amount of cash
rent than my peers and I can afford. They have advantages in crop insurance because they
are guaranteed 75 percent of a 10 year average of all their farms, whereas a new producer
has to take 75 percent of the county average which is considerably less than what
established farmers get. At this point, it seems these farmers have all the advantages they
need, so my colleagues and I would like to make a few suggestions that would bring
some advantages to the beginning farmers table.

1) A deduction in Federal Income Tax to landowners who rent their land to a
beginning farmer. The deduction must also be subtracted from at least some of the
rent so the young farmer pays an amount that will help him build up his net-



worth. It should be designed to encourage a long term relationship so that the land
owner doesn’t have to keep looking for a beginning farmer a few years later.

2) Allow a reduced capital gains tax to those who sell their land to a beginning
farmer. Again make sure that the buying price is lessened from the tax reduction
so both parties win.

3) Provide matching funds to the Beginning Farmer Center. This would allow them
to expand their knowledge and goals more efficiently by providing regional
offices across the state, which would help provide a better service of connecting
people like me with retiring farmers, and supply more in-depth research
concerning problems faced by beginning and retiring farmers. They would also
help sponsor and spread the Beginning Farmer Network that I started to other
colleges across the state, assisting the BFN in its goal of developing a statewide or
national community.

These are a few issues that we believe would significantly help people like me across the
country become more established for the future, while at the same time helping to keep
life in rural communities before they are lost forever.

Thank you for your time and I hope you can see the importance of our future in this
industry; Not only for us, but for generations to come.

Sincerely,

Dustin Bollig

Founder of the Beginning Farmer Network

P.S. I have included information on a power point presentation representing a survey put

together by Dr. Mike Duffy, Director of the Beginning Farmer Center, Professor of
Economics, and Land Economist for lowa State University.
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Percentage of lowa Farmland by Age of Owner and Year
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Committee on Agriculture
U.S. House of Representatives
Information Required From Non-governmental Witnesses

House rules require non-governmental witnesses to provide their resume or biographical sketch
prior to testifying. If you do not have a resume or biographical sketch available, please complete this
form.

1. Name:___ Dustin Gregory Bollig

2. BusinessAddress: 3701 30™ Avenue Fenton, IA 50539

3. Business Phone Number: (712) 260-2305

4. Organization you represent: _ Beginning Farmers Network

5 Please list any occupational, employment, or work-related experience you have which

add to your qualification to provide testimony before the Committee:

I have worked on my families farm all my life and know have my own farm business

6. Please list any special training, education, or professional experience you have which
add to your qualifications to provide testimony before the Committee:

I graduated from Iowa State University wth a degree in Ag Studies and minored in Agronomy.

74 If you are appearing on behalf of an organization, please list the capacity in which you are
representing that organization, including any offices or elected positions you hold:

While I was at Iowa State I started a group called the Beginning Farmers Network.

Aimed to help beginning farmers develop strategies towards farming after college.

I am the founder of this organization.

PLEASE ATTACH THIS FORM OR YOUR BIOGRAPHY TO EACH COPY OF
TESTIMONY.



Committee on Agriculture
U.S. House of Representatives
Required Witness Disclosure Form

House Rules* require nongovernmental witnesses to disclose the amount and source of
Federal grants received since October 1, 2004.

Name: Dustin Gregory Bollig
Address: 3701 30" Ave Fenton, IA 50539

Telephone: (712) 260-2305

Organization you represent (if any): _ Beginning Farmers Network

1 Please list any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants and subcontracts)
you have received since October 1, 2004, as well as the source and the amount of
each grant or contract. House Rules do NOT require disclosure of federal payments
to individuals, such as Social Security or Medicare benefits, farm program
payments, or assistance to agricultural producers:

Source: None Amount:
Source: None Amount:
2. If you are appearing on behalf of an organization, please list any federal grants or

contracts (including subgrants and subcontracts) the organization has received since
October 1, 2004, as well as the source and the amount of each grant or contract:

Source: None Amount:
Source:  None Amount:

Please check here if this form is NOT applicable to you:

|

Signature:

* Rule XI, clause 2(g)(4) of the U.S. House of Representatives provides: Each committee shall, to the
greatest extent practicable, require witnesses who appear before it to submit in advance written statements
of proposed testimony and to limit their initial presentations to the committee to brief summaries thereof.
In the case of a witness appearing in a nongovernmental capacity, a written statement of proposed
testimony shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of the amount and source (by agency and
program) of each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) received during
the current fiscal year or either of the two previous fiscal years by the witness or by any entity represented
by the witness.

PLEASE ATTACH DISCLOSURE FORM TO EACH COPY OF TESTIMONY.



